BAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 21st 2016

Present
Mr Carruthers (in the chair), Mr Bruin, Mrs Buss, Mr Dyke, Mr Hughes (arrived later)

Mrs Drinkwater (Clerk)

1 parishioner (another arrived at the end of the meeting)

It was reported that Mr Stones had resigned as he was moving away from the village. 

99.1 apologies for absence.
Mr MacInnes  - LDNPA parishes’ representative.

Mrs Haddock – working away.

Mr Slee – prior engagement.

99.2 Declarations of interest in agenda items.
None were made.

99.3 Minutes of meeting held on July 19th
Having been circulated the minutes were taken as read. They were approved as a correct record and signed by Mr Carruthers.

99.4 Reports from EDC, CCC and LDNPA

EDC and LDNPA representatives were not present. Mr Hughes gave his CCC report later in the meeting.

99.5 Public concerns.
Regarding item  98.9 on the minutes of the previous meeting the parishioner who was present said that there had been no inappropriate notices on village notice boards and certainly no ‘slanderous’ ones as reported. It was agreed that the use of the word and the report had been erroneous and the minute should have read ‘personal’ notices had been displayed on notice boards. The parishioner who arrived at the end of the meeting expressed the same.
99.6 Finance.
Bank balances at 1/9/2016     C/acc   7,808.39

                                               Bus/res.1,001.75

All cheques had been cleared and there were no outstanding accounts to be paid.

b) The external audit had been successfully completed and the necessary notice displayed.. There had only been one minor matter of report – a difference of £1 caused by incorrect rounding up of figures.

99.7 Parking area at Grange Bridge.
Mr Carruthers reported that it had bee completed at an overall cost of c7000.00. A grant of 1,000.00 had been made by LDNPA and Mr Carruthers and Mrs Buss would complete the claim form.

99.8 Swing Bridge.
There had been concerns over the state of the bridge during the summer and Mr Carruthers had spoken to David Clare, CCC Countryside Access officer about these. Warning signs were subsequently put up warning that there should not be too many people on the bridge at the same time. A thorough inspection of the bridge would be undertaken next year.

99.9 Updates.
a) Notice boards.

Mr Carruthers and Mrs Haddock would consult and order a suitable board for erection by the church gate.

b) Memorial plaques/ tree planting.

Suitable wording had been agreed by the Clerk and Mr Carruthers but the plaques had not yet been ordered.

Mr Carruthers would consult with the Bomby Green Committee regarding the purchase of a suitable tree.

c) Bus shelters.

No cleaning had been carried out.

d) Willow tunnel in the play area.

During the summer several councillors and other helpers had trimmed and rewoven the branches.

e) Green waste skip.

The Clerk had written to EDC to raise concerns over the provision of the waste skip and the lack of green wheelie bins in the parish but had received no favourable response. The last skip of the season would be brought in October.

There was some discussion of possible alternative arrangements for collection of green waste, including a composting scheme.

It was agreed that Mr Slee (EDC councillor) should be asked to comment on the skip situation at the next meeting.

f) Web-site and newsletter advertisements.

Mr Carruthers had spoken to Heather Pitt, newsletter editor, about co-ordination of advertisements in the newsletter and on the web-site and it had been suggested that advertisers who paid for inclusion in the newsletter should be put on the web-site automatically without another charge. This would be further discussed with the PCC.

g) Millennium footpath.

Mr Carruthers had discussed the state of the path with LDNPA and had been told that it would cost c6000.00 to tarmac the surface and erect new gates. It was possible that grants would be available from several sources. After discussion it was agreed that a tarmac path would look inappropriately urban and it was not necessary to resurface the whole length of the path. The only necessary work was at the Black Bridge end and the rest could be boarded and gravelled. There was some discussion of a suggestion that the path could be extended at the Black Bridge end but no decision was made. Mr Carruthers would consult further with LDNPA.
h) Library drop.

Discussion deferred to the next meeting.

j)Phone box closure

Mrs Buss reported that consultations had begun again on the removal from service of some phone boxes in the village with notifications of removal posted. She would work on the matter.

99.10 New model financial regulations
The model had been circulated to councillors and it was agreed that the Clerk should produce a shortened version that more closely reflected the council’s activities. This would be forwarded to councillors.

99.11 CCC report.
Having arrived, Mr Hughes gave a brief report from CCC.

Problems arising in Askham when the bus arrived already full were being looked into.

More road resurfacing would be done in the area on the current programme of works but not actually in the Bampton parish. He mentioned the completion of the Grange Bridge parking area.

99.12 Community right to bid./ registration of assets of community value.
Mrs Haddock and others had expressed concern over the current situation regarding the Crown and Mitre and it had led to a suggestion that the hotel should be listed as an asset of community value. Mrs Haddock was not present to lead the discussion and there was little enthusiasm for the idea among the other councillors.

99.13 Planning.
7/2016/3127  Lower Carhullan. Variation to permission 7/2014/3102

Finish changed from stone to render.

There were no objections to the change.

99.14 Councillors’ concerns
Mr Carruthers raised the matter of the boundary wall alongside the road above Fieldgate that had been in poor repair for some time. The farmer concerned had been spoken to but had not taken any action. It was agreed that Mr Carruthers should speak to the farmer again and if nothing came of it the clerk should contact the land agent.

Mr Dyke explained the purpose of the notices that had been posted on footpaths in the parish. (Attached)

99.15 Items for the next agenda

½ yearly financial report.

Budget

Phone boxes

Library drop.

99.16 Date of the next meeting

Tuesday November 22nd.

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9.05pm.  
.

